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President’s  Message 

P.  Scott  Rubin 

This  being  the  first  issue  of  the  year,  please  let  me  wish  each  of  you  a 
Happy  and  Healthy  New  Year.  May  each  of  you  find  in  1992  that  special  item 
you  have  always  wanted.  I feel  1991  was  a most  successful  year,  and  I look 
forward  to  making  1992  even  better. 

Our  organization’s  highlight  was  at  the  A.N.A.  Centennial  Convention 
with  the  approval  of  the  exhibit  class.  Members  indicated  that  they  would  fund 
such  a category.  Now  it  behooves  us  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity. 
Elsewhere  in  this  issue,  Wayne  Homren  have  provided  some  guidelines  and  tips 
for  those  who  might  interested. 

In  December  I had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  Spink-Kolbe  auction 
in  conjunction  with  the  International  Show  in  New  York  City.  Many  of  our 
members  were  seen  on  the  floor,  and  they  carried  away  almost  all  of  the 
important  American  lots,  the  New  Netherlands  archives  which  went  to  the 
A.N.S.  excepted.  Conventions  such  as  this  are  great  opportunities  to  schedule 
regional  meetings,  and  I would  like  to  thank  Fred  Lake,  whose  report  on  the 
F.U.N.  show  appears  in  this  issue,  for  chairing  that  meeting.  We  are  most 
interested  in  seeing  this  program  continued  and  expanded.  Please  contact  me, 
if  you  are  interested  in  holding  a meeting  a convention  in  your  area. 


The  Printer’s  Devil 

Joel  Orosz 

Your  columnist  makes  it  a rule  to  buy  every  catalogue  ever  produced 
by  the  co-founder  of  N.B.S.  Jack  Collins.  The  subject  matter  is  of  no 
importance;  Jack’s  impeccable  scholarship,  tart  commentary,  and  superb 
photography  insure  that  one  will  be  interested  in  the  subject  at  hand  after 
reading  the  catalogue  even  if  it  seemed  a bore  previously.  So  it  happened  that 
I ordered  the  catalogue  of  Washingtonia  some  months  ago  - Jack’s  stellar 
presentation  of  the  collection  of  Washington  pieces  amassed  by  the  Napoleon 
of  the  Newsstands  - Frederick  C.  C.  Boyd. 

Near  the  end  of  this  702  lot  offering,  at  number  663  to  be  exact,  my  eye 
was  caught  by  a store  card  of  the  19th  century  New  York  dealer  Augustus  B. 
Sage.  The  obverse  featured  a draped  bust  of  Washington  with  the  legend  "Pater 
Patriae,"  but  it  was  the  reverse  that  piqued  my  interest:  "Good  for  one  chance 
in  raffle  for  numismatic  books  at  A.  B.  Sage  & Co.  N.Y.  Nov  1859."  Now  to 
the  seasoned  collector  of  Washingtonia,  this  card  is  nothing  new  (Baker  572D), 
but  to  me,  the  truly  significant  thing  about  it  was  not  its  Washington  association, 
but  rather  the  fact  that  it  was  struck  to  serve  as  a raffle  ticket  with  numismatic 
books  as  the  prize,  and  remarkably,  in  1859,  at  the  very  dawn  of  systematic  coin 
collecting  in  America. 
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The  man  behind  the  promotion,  Augustus  B.  Sage,  is  almost  completely 
forgotten  today  despite  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  commanding 
personalities  of  the  numismatic  world  in  the  1850’s.  This,  however,  is  not 
particularly  surprising,  for  the  goddess  Numisma  has  long  had  difficulty  in 
recalling  most  of  her  early  worshippers;  men  like  Pierre  Eugene  du  Simitiere 
and  Robert  Gilmore,  Jr  are  little  remembered  today.  But  these  men  were 
notable  mainly  for  their  outstanding  collections,  and  once  these  were  dispersed 
without  catalogues  to  document  them,  their  names  sank  rapidly  into  obscurity. 
Sage,  however,  did  a number  of  memorable  things  and  deserves  to  be 
celebrated  for  the  sum  of  his  achievements. 

He  was,  to  start  with,  a pioneer  merchant  in  the  coin  trade.  Martin 
Gengerke’s  American  Numismatic  Auctions  lists  five  auction  sales  conducted  by 
Sage,  one  in  1855  and  four  in  1859.  In  fact  by  the  end  of  1859,  Sage  and 
Edward  Cogan  (remembered  today  as  "Father  of  the  American  Coin  Trade") 
had  each  conducted  five  auctions,  and  the  former’s  sale  of  the  Henry  Bogert 
Collection  was  larger  and  more  significant  than  any  collection  Cogan  had 
handled.  Sage  also  published  at  one  fixed  price  list  of  464  lots  in  June  1859. 

The  energetic  Mr  Sage  made  numismatic  items  as  well  as  sold  them. 
Included  in  this  output  were,  according  to  Richard  D.  Kenney,  14  Historical 
Tokens,  3 "Odds  and  Ends,"  a Masonic  Medalet,  5 Store  Cards,  and  a nine 
medal  series  entitled  "Numismatic  Gallery  which  featured  busts  of  the  leading 
coin  collectors  of  the  late  1850s.  Most  of  his  productions  are  rare  today,  but 
relatively  inexpensive  due  to  the  fact  that  few  collectors  are  interested  in  them. 

As  notable  as  all  this  is,  it  pales  in  significance  next  to  Sage’s  yeoman 
efforts  to  establish  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  According  to  Howard 
Adelson’s  American  Numismatic  Society  1858-1958,  Augustus  B.  Sage  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  A.N.S.  with  the  first  three  meetings  of  the  fledgling 
society  being  held  in  his  home.  He  was  an  officer  (Secretary  Pro-Tern, 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Curator  of  the  A.N.S.  Collection),  and  served  on 
numerous  committees,  most  notably  the  one  which  wrote  the  A.N.S. 
constitution.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Sage  was  the  most  important  member 
of  the  new  society  during  its  first  years  of  existence. 

Through  all  the  activities  runs  the  common  thread  of  scholarship.  Thus 
it  seems  quite  in  character  for  Sage  to  raffle  off  numismatic  books  at  his  store 
(No  24  Division  Street,  New  York  City)  back  in  November  1859.  In  fact  Sage’s 
taste  in  numismatic  literature  ran  to  writing  as  well  as  to  reading.  Adelson 
notes  that  in  1857,  under  the  signature  of  "Gus,"  Sage  had  authored  a series  of 
eleven  articles  on  numismatics  for  the  New  York  Sunday  Dispatch.  Since  these 
were  never  printed  in  book  form,  they  could  not  have  been  included  in  the  1859 
raffle.  It  is  intriguing  to  speculate  about  what  titles  might  have  been  among  the 
"prize"  books. 

By  November  1859,  a number  of  excellent  references  on  ancient  and 
foreign  coins  had  been  authored  by  such  men  as  Joseph  Pellerin,  Joseph 
Hilarius  Eckhel,  Theodore  Edme  Mionnet  and  Henri  Cohen,  and  copies  of  their 
works  may  have  been  included.  There  were  fewer  American  works.  One 
available  candidate  was  Eckfeldt’s  DuBois’  A Manual  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
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of  All  Nations,  (1842)  but  since  Adelson  notes  that  Sage’s  good  friend  Charles 
I.  Bushnell  was  contemptuous  of  this  tome’s  shortcomings,  this  seem’s  unlikely. 
Bushnell’s  own  books,  An  Arrangement  of  Tradesmen’s  Cards  and  Political 
Tokens  (1858)  and  Three  Early  New  York  Tokens  (1859),  may  well  have  been 
included.  Two  titles  that  most  likely  served  as  prizes  would  have  been  John 
Hickcox’s  An  Historical  Account  of  American  Coinage , and  Montroville 
Dickeson’s  American  Numismatical  Manual  (1859).  These  two  were  the  latest 
word  in  American  numismatic  scholarship  at  the  time,  and  would  have  been 
much  appreciated  by  the  lucky  raffle  winner. 

The  Civil  War  rudely  interrupted  Sage’s  numismatic  career.  On  July 
13,  1863,  he  donned  the  Union  blue  as  Captain  of  the  Regiment  of  New  York 
Volunteers.  It  appears  that  he  never  returned  to  the  world  of  coins  either  as 
a collector  or  as  a dealer. 

Sage  thus  takes  on  the  character  of  a shooting  star  in  the  numismatic 
firmament.  For  a few  brief  years,  he  held  sales,  coined  tokens,  wrote 
numismatic  literature,  a co-founded  a great  and  enduring  numismatic  society. 
After  trailing  this  brilliant  path  across  the  horizon,  he  vanished  swiftly  and 
silently,  never  to  be  heard  from  again.  Sage  richly  deserves  to  be  remembered 
for  all  of  these  accomplishments,  but  numismatic  bibliophiles  should  accord  him 
a special  place  in  our  pantheon  for  being  the  first  American  coin  dealer  to 
advocate  and  promote  the  sale  of  numismatic  literature.  Barely  a year  after 
Edward  Cogan  launched  the  modern  era  of  coin  collecting,  Augustus  B.  Sage 
was  saying  to  his  customers,  in  effect,  "Take  a chance  on  a book  before  buying 
the  coin."  For  this  wisdom  alone,  he  deserves  an  enduring  place  in  our 
memories  ...  and  affections. 


The  John  Allan  Library 

David  Hirt 

In  a recent  sale,  I was  the  successful  bidder  on  a bound,  priced,  and 
named  copy  of  the  John  Allan  Library  held  on  May  2,  and  days  following,  1864. 
The  sale  consisted  of  Mr.  Allan’s  library,  and  autographs,  engravings,  minerals, 
and  other  articles  including  200  plus  lots  of  coins  and  medals.  The  book  I 
purchased  was  formerly  the  property  of  Joseph  N.  T.  Levick,  who  was  also  a 
buyer  of  a number  of  lots  in  the  sale.  Mr.  Levick,  a pioneer  numismatist,  at 
one  time  possessed  the  greatest  collection  of  tokens  and  merchant  store  cards. 

A look  through  this  sale  discloses  that  Mr.  Allan  was  a true  bibliophile. 
Anyone  who  appreciates  literature  will  have  many  hours  of  pleasure  reading  the 
descriptions  of  books  on  almost  every  subject.  Some  of  the  bindings  were 
described  variously  as  calf,  calf  antique,  morocco,  morocco  extra,  old  morocco, 
green,  red,  black,  blue,  and  citron  morocco,  sheep,  vellum,  Russia,  Russia  extra, 
silk,  tortoise  shell,  roan,  hogskin,  and  velvet.  What  follows  is  a list  of 
numismatic  books,  from  the  Allan  collection,  and  provides  us  with  a rare 
glimpse  into  the  contents  of  mid  nineteenth  century  numismatic  library. 
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Buyer 

Lot 

Cogan 

16 

Strobridge 

26 

Sabin 

89 

Appleton 

90 

Kline 

159 

Denny 

174 

Appleton 

178 

Piper 

218 

Snow 

238 

Watson 

246 

West 

290 

Appleton 

299 

Walters 

299 

A.T. 

489 

Walters 

526 

Brown 

538 

Elliot 

542 

Kline 

569 

Snow 

570 

McClure 

641 

Edwards 

676 

Appleton 

677 

Morrell 

682 

Cogan 

723 

King 

742 

Snow 

808 

Appleton 

835 

Snow 

918 

West 

920 

Appleton 

959 

Cogan 

960 

Russell 

974 

Appleton 

999 

State  Lib 

1065 

King 

1066 

Dexter 

1067 

Gay 

1081 

Appleton 

1121 

Title 

Addison,  Joseph:  On  Medals,  London,  1753 
Agostini,  Medaglie  Inscriptioni  et  Altre  Antichila 
Andersonus,  Selectus  Diplomatus  et  Numismatum  Scotiae 
Thesarus,  1739 

Angeloni,  L’Historia  Agusta  da  Givlio  Cesare,  Roma,  1685 
Bank  Note  Vignettes,  nd 
Barrett,  The  Old  Merchant’s  of  New  York,  1863 
Bartolus,  (Pet  Santes)  Nummophylacium  Reginae  Numismata 
Romanorum,  Latinum,  Graeca;  Hagae,  1742 
Bedden,  Catalogue  of  Coin  and  Medals,  priced,  1821 
Benson,  Catalogue  of  Coins,  priced  & named,  1845 
Emblemessacrez  Tirez  de  l’Escritve  Francois,  Paris,  1657 
Bindley,  Catalogue  of  the  Medals,  priced  and  named,  1819 
Bizon,  Histoire  Metallique  de  la  Republique  de  Holland,  1787 
Bonannius,  Numismatia  Summorum  Pontificum,  Roma,  1696 
Bushnell,  Account  of  the  1st  3 Business  Tokens  of  NYC,  1859 
Campana,  Catalogue  of  Greek  and  Roman  Coins,  1846 
Canini,  Les  Images  des  Heros  et  des  Grandes  Hommes 
Medailles,  Ansterdam,  1731 
Cardonnel,  Numismatica  Scotiae,  Ebinb,  1786 
Catalogues  of  Coins  and  Medals,  11  pieces 
Catalogues  of  Coins  of  Shepherd,  Bentham,  Knight,  etc,  1837 
Choul  Guileemo;  Discipini  Militarius  ut  et  Balneae  ex  Antiquis 
Numismatibus,  Amstelaedami,  1685 

Catalogue  of  Coins  of  Wilson,  White,  Maydell,  Hall,  et  al, 
London,  1847-1851 

Catalogue  of  the  Numismatic  Library  of  an  Eminent  Collector, 
London,  1846 

Collas  Archille,  Medallion  Portraits,  London,  1838 
Conder,  An  Arrangement  of  Provincial  Coins,  Tokens  and 
Medals,  1798 

Corner,  Catalogue  of  Greek  & Roman  Coins,  priced,  1821 

Cureton,  Catalogue  of  His  Coins  and  Medals,  priced,  1821 

Dassier’s  Medals  of  the  Sovereigns  of  England,  1797 

Digby,  Catalogue  of  His  Coins,  1828 

Dimsdale,  Catalogue  of  His  Coins  and  Books,  1824 

DuBois,  Pledges  of  History 

Ducarel,  Anglo-Gallic  or  Norman  Coins,  1757 

Durrant,  Catalogue  of  His  Coins,  1847 

Edwards,  Medallic  History  of  England,  1802 

Evelyn,  Numismatica,  A Discourse  of  Medals,  1697 

Evelyn,  Sculptura  History  and  Art,  1755 

Evelyn,  Sculptura  Historico-Technica,  1770 

Fabri,  Illustrium  Imagines  ex  Marmoribus  Numismatibus,  1606 

Florez,  Medallas  des  las  Colonias,  3 vols,  1757-1773 
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Edwards  1341 
Strobridge  1387 
Kline  1388 
Lawler  1426 
Russell  1462 
Peterson  1519 
French  1541 

Cogan  1588 
Various 
Appleton  1725 

Gowens  1728 
Appleton  1767 

Appleton  1775 
Gowans  1808 
Appleton  1831 
Cogan  1840 
Russel  1901 
Cogan  2135 

Cogan  2152 

French  2172 

Appleton  2235 
Appleton  2239 
Cogan  2253 
Lawler  2388 

Appleton  2405 
Lawler  2423 
Bushnell  2424 
Appleton  2475 
Kline  2529 
Kline  2538 
Nichols  2570 
Cogan  2571 
Lent  2605 
Morrison  2707 
Edwards  2776 
Cogan  2792 
Everett  2819 
Edwards  2820 
Edwards  2821 


The  Works  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  1810 

Henderson,  Catalogue  of  Library,  Prints,  Coins,  priced,  1830 

Henderson,  Catalogue  of  Coins,  1818 

Histories  of  the  Issues  of  Paper  Money,  St  Louis,  1851 

Hollis,  catalogue  of  Coin  and  Medals,  priced  and  named,  1817 

Humphreys,  The  Coins  of  England,  London,  1847 

Ingraham,  Catalogue  of  Library  and  Coins,  Phila,  1855 

(quarto) 

Jennings,  Introduction  to  the  Knowledge  of  Medals,  1775 
Knight,  a number  of  works  on  gems,  silver,  die  sinking,  1830’s 
Lasky,  Medals  Struck  at  the  National  Medal  Mint  by  Order  of 
Napoleon,  London,  1818 

Law,  Money  and  Trade  Considered,  Glascow,  1750 
Gotha  Nvmaria  Sistens  Thesavri  Fridericiiani  Numismata 
Antiqua  Avrea,  1730 

Lindsay,  View  of  the  Coinage  of  Scotland,  Cork,  1845 
Logan,  The  Scottish  Banker,  London,  1850 
Luckius,  Sylloge  Numismatum  Elegantiorum,  1620 
A Collection  of  Portraits,  Coins  etc  of  Luther,  np,  nd 
A Book  of  Cyphers  useful  for  engravers,  London,  1863 
Oelrichs,  Cabinet  des  Medailes  de  l’Electorat  de 
Brandenbourg,  Berlin,  1778 

Omnium  Caesarvm  Verissimae,  Imagines  ex  Antiqvs 
nvmismats  Desuvmptae,  Parmae,  1554 

Ortellius,  Deorvm  Dearvmqve  Capita  et  Antiquis 

Numismatibus,  1612 

Patarol,  Plates  of  Coins  and  Medals,  Venetiis,  1671 
Patinus,  Imperatorum  Romanorum  Numismata,  Plates,  1671 
Pegge,  An  Essay  on  the  Coins  of  Cunobelin,  London,  1776 
Potentissimorum  Turcice  Imperatorum,  Regumo  Persice 
Numismatibis,  1665 

Promptvaire  des  Medailes  des  Plus  Renommes  Personnes,  1577 
Pye,  Provincial  Copper  Coins,  1801 
Pye,  Provincial  Copper  Coins,  17% 

Regum  et  Imperatorum  Numismata  (67  Plates),  Coloniae,  1700 
Rodwell,  Catalogue  of  Coins  and  Medals,  priced,  1821 
Rodgers,  Catalogue  of  Coins  and  Medals,  1856 
Ruding,  Annals  of  Coins  of  Great  Britain,  3 vols,  1846  (@$54!) 
Ruding,  Annals  of  Coins  of  Great  Britain,  2 vols  only,  1817 
Sambucus,  Emblemata  Cvm  Aliquot  Nvmmis  Antiqvi,  1564 
Segar,  Original  Inst  of  the  Princely  Order  of  Collars,  1823 
Simon’s  Essay  on  Irish  Coins,  1810 

Smids,  Emblemata  Heroica  de  Medalische  Sinnebeelden,  1712 
Snelling,  Seventy  One  Plates  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  nd 
Snelling,  View  of  the  Silver  Coin  and  Coinage  of  England,  1762 
Snelling,  View  of  the  Silver  Coin  and  Coinage  of  Scotland,  1774 
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F.R.A. 

2840 

Gowans 

2889 

Bushnell 

2922 

Sabin 

2923 

Appleton 

2939 

Ten  Eyck 

2958 

Kline 

2959 

Hubbard 

2981 

Walters 

2982 

Hubbard 

2983 

Gowans 

2988 

Hubbard 

3010 

Kline 

3044 

King 

3085 

Appleton 

3086 

Richardsoi6091 

Walters 

3301 

Appleton 

3583 

Spanheim,  Catalogus  Librolum  Fr  Spanhemii,  priced,  1707 
Strada,  Epitome  du  Thresor  des  Antiqvitez  Medailles  des 
Empp,  Lyon,  1553 

Sykes,  Catalogue  of  Coins  and  Medals,  1824 
Sykes,  Catalogue  of  The  Library,  1824 
Teatino,  Medaglie  Rappresentanti  S.L.SA. 

Thomas,  Catalogue  of  Coins  and  Medals,  1844 
Thomas,  Catalogue  of  First  Portion  of  English  Coins,  1844 
Till,  Descriptive  Particulars  of  Coronation  Medals,  1846 
Till,  Essay  on  Roman  Denarius  and  English  Silver  Penny,  1838 
Till,  Catalogue  of  Coins  and  Medals,  priced  and  named,  1845 
Todd,  Historical  Tablets  and  Medallions,  1828 
Trattle,  Catalogue  of  Coins  and  Medals,  1832 
Tyssen,  Catalogue  of  Coins  and  Medals,  priced,  London  1802 
(Sale  realized  £7,333!) 

Vertue,  Description  of  the  Works  of  Delineator  and  Engraver 
Hollar,  London,  1745  (realized  $150) 

Vertue,  Medals,  Coins,  Great  Seals  of  Simon  by  Verteu,  1780 
Portraits  of  Roman  Empresses  with  Plates  of  Coins,  1558 
Young,  Catalogue  of  Napoleon  Medals,  1818 
Eight  Plates  of  Coins 


The  Noyes  Early  and  Middle  Date  Cent  Books 

Chris  Victor-McCawley 

The  splendid  exhibit  of  numismatic  literature  courtesy  of  Armand 
Champa  was  not  the  only  event  of  note  for  bibliophiles  at  this  year’s  A.NA. 
Convention.  The  unveiling  of  two  new  large  cent  books  by  Bill  Noyes  caused 
a stirring  of  the  blood  for  many,  as  yet  no  spilling  of  the  blood,  though  pre- 
dicting the  future  is  a dangerous  art.  Nothing  so  heightens  the  passion  of  a 
large  cent  collector  as  the  publishing  of  new  information,  new  opinions,  new 
condition  census  ratings,  or  new  rarity  descriptions.  Since  often  the  cents 
opined,  censused,  and  described  are  "in  the  family,"  so  to  speak,  of  the  collector, 
a new  book  is  anticipated  with  all  the  dread  and  wonder  celebrities  must  feel 
when  a new  book  by  Kitty  Kelly  hits  the  shelves. 

The  new  books  came  somewhat  as  a surprise  to  the  EA.C.  community 
as  they  were  announced  only  several  weeks  prior  to  the  Convention.  They  have, 
however,  been  a project  in  the  works  for  several  years.  Bill  Noyes  has  been 
working  seriously  on  his  photographic  census  project  for  the  better  part  of  the 
past  decade.  Travelling  to  photograph  the  finest  coins  in  the  most  advanced 
collection  has  taken  most  of  his  time  and  incurred  much  expense.  The  new 
books  are  based  on  this  project  and  the  outstanding  graphic  and  visual  effect 
are  the  result  of  his  efforts. 
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The  present  books  can  probably  trace  their  beginning  to  a dinner 
conversation  that  took  place  the  night  Jack  Collins  announced  that  he  was 
removing  the  large  cent  project  that  he,  Walter  Breen,  and  Del  Bland  had  been 
perusing,  from  EA.C.  stewardship,  and  that  he  had  transferred  rights  to  the 
Breen  manuscript  to  Bowers  and  Mercna.  Bowers  would  need  photographs  to 
compliment  the  manuscript,  and  it  would  seem  a simple  thing  to  incorporate  the 
Noyes  photo  project  into  the  new  large  cent  book.  Jack  Robinson,  Doug  Bird, 
and  Bill  Noyes  the  principal  architects  of  the  two  new  books,  deemed  it 
reasonable  to  approach  them  with  the  idea.  The  photo  project  was  already 
advanced,  it  was  suggested,  to  the  point  that  it  could  be  a book  in  itself.  The 
collaboration  between  Noyes  and  Bowers  never  took  place.  But  the  genesis  of 
these  books  is  plain  to  see  in  the  outstanding  quality  of  the  photographs. 

There  has  never  been  photography  like  this  in  a large  cent  book 
before.  Anyone  who  has  tried  to  make  use  of  the  plates  in  Newcomb,  or  in 
Early  American  Cents,  or  in  the  dismal  Durst  reprint  of  Penny  Whimsy  can 
appreciate  the  need  for  precise  clear  and  usable  plates  in  an  attribution  guide. 
These  books  contain  outstanding  photographs  and  the  reproduction  quality  is 
remarkable.  The  black  and  white  photos  in  the  book  were  reproduced  directly 
from  the  Noyes  color  prints,  a process  that  was  said  to  be  an  impediment  in 
using  them  in  the  Breen  book.  Apparently  it  was  not  as  difficult  as  supposed. 

The  format  of  the  Noyes  books  consists  of  a large  photo  obverse  and 
reverse  with  the  key  diagnostic  points  plainly  indicated.  A short  description 
largely  following  Sheldon  or  Newcomb  comes  next.  Major  die  states  are 
described  accompanied  by  the  appropriate  photo.  A preliminary  condition 
census  listing  only  those  coins  already  photographed  or  independently  confirmed 
by  Noyes,  Bird,  or  Robinson  follows.  The  census  information  is  not  meant  to 
be  writ  in  stone,  nor  do  I think  its  intent  is  to  supplant  Del  Bland’s  ongoing 
census  work,  a project  of  long  standing  and  surpassing  thoroughness.  It  should 
be  taken  as  rather  a progress  report.  A report  I am  sure  it  is  hoped  will 
encourage  those  who  have  not  as  yet  had  their  CC  coins  photographed  to  do  so. 

Still  the  mere  appearance  of  the  census  has  sparked  controversy.  As 
the  process  for  making  wine  without  crushing  a few  grapes  has  yet  to  be 
perfected,  a few  people  feel  their  toes  have  been  stepped  on,  and  maybe  they 
have  been.  Bill  has  a well  deserved  reputation  for  excessively  strict  grading 
standards.  It  is  not  at  risk  here.  There  are  numerous  examples  of  coins  carried 
in  a census  at  one  grade  but  listed  at  a lower  grade  here.  For  example:  Lot  70 
from  the  1989  EA..C.  Sale,  a 1796  S- 112  graded  AU50  (it  is  only  fair  to  point 
out  that  Bill  did  the  grading  and  descriptions  for  this  sale)  and  second  finest 
known,  is  listed  here  as  VF35.  This  is  a choice  coin  which  most  viewers  would 
grade  choice  XF45,  and  being  problem  free,  little  subjectivity  should  enter  into 
its  judgement.  Fifteen  points  leaves  a lot  of  room  for  discussion  with  some 
room  for  hurt  feelings  left  over.  As  one  may  wonder  where  those  15  points 
disappeared  to  in  two  short  years,  it  takes  only  a few  "mistakes"  to  throw  the 
credibility  of  a census  into  question. 

Similarly,  a 1797  S-124  in  the  same  sale  was  listed  as  F15.  This  coin 
has  been  listed  as  VF  30  in  the  past  as  it  has  extraordinary  sharpness  of  detail 
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even  though  the  surfaces  are  ugly  and  corroded.  It  is  missing  from  the  census 
even  though  coins  as  low  as  VG8  are  included.  While  problem  coins  are 
difficult  to  grade,  they  must  still  be  regarded  in  a serious  way.  The  burden  here 
is  that  of  the  technician  not  that  of  an  aesthete.  The  task  is  to  assign  a 
reasonable  technical  grade,  not  to  be  an  arbiter  of  fashion.  I sense  that  Bill’s 
preference  would  be  a clean  VG  rather  than  this  lump  of  coal  any  day  that 
should  be  left  on  a train  track.  Still  the  factors  of  desirability  will  always  be 
fluid  and  relative  to  the  subjective  tastes  of  the  players  of  the  moment.  We  saw 
this  graphically  illustrated  in  October  when  the  Lee  Kuntz  S-79,  a black  porous 
scudzy  coin,  brought  a price  sufficient  to  pay  for  several  miles  of  track. 

Is  this  concern  with  the  listed  grades  mere  guibbling?  I do  not  think 
most  collectors  will  see  it  as  such.  However  for  the  purposes  of  the 
photographic  project,  it  may  be.  There  are  ambitious  goals  of  photographing 
every  significant  example  of  every  variety  and  die  state.  If  this  can  be 
accomplished,  it  will  enable  us  to  place  side  by  side  the  top  five,  ten  or  twenty 
of  any  given  variety  and  compare  them  visually.  Perhaps  not  as  closely  as  if  one 
had  the  coins  themselves  in  hand,  but  with  the  photographs  in  these  books,  this 
is  very  close.  At  the  point  such  a comparison  is  possible,  the  assigned  grade 
will  be  largely  irrelevant  to  the  ordering  of  the  census. 

This  is  an  ambitious  project,  one  that  I feel  is  worth  supporting.  If  the 
process  thus  far  has  bruised  a few  egos,  or  even  if  there  are  legitimate  short- 
comings, when  has  it  not  always  been  so.  The  values  and  intentions  of  the 
authors  are,  I think,  plain  to  see  in  the  production  quality.  Printed  entirely  on 
glossy  stock  and  bound  in  simulated  leather,  they  are  available  only  from  the 
publisher,  Lith  Technical  services,  1600  West  92nd  Street,  Bloomington,  MN 
55431.  The  price  of  $190.00  includes  shipping. 

We  trust  the  writer  is  referring  to  commercially  published  works  when  he  states  in 
the  fourth  paragraph  " there  has  never  been  photography  like  this  in  a large  cent 
book  before. " Having  seen  the  Noyes  works,  we  are  not  about  to  discard  our 
copies  of  Newcomb  (1801-02-03),  Clapp  (1798-99),  Clapp-Newcomb  (1795-97, 
1800)  or  the  Levick  plate  (1793). 


Recently  in  the  June  1890  issue  of  Mason's  Coin  Collectors'  Magazine, 
we  noted  an  unimpeachable  solution  to  the  question  of  What  does  the 
"A.  M."  stand  for  in  A.  M.  Smith?  In  his  "Chats  with  Correspondents," 
Mason  answers  the  question,  "What  has  become  of  A.  M.  Smith,  who, 
a few  years  ago,  was  a dealer  in  coins  and  California  wines  at  Sixth  and 
Chestnut  Street..."  Ans.  Jacob  Smith,  whose  business  was  conducted 
under  the  firm  name  of  his  wife,  Annie  M.  Smith,  removed  to 
Minnesota  a few  years  back  and  engaged  in  the  "California  Wine"  trade. 
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Exhibit  Donation  Report 

We  were  able  to  fund  the  $3,000  endowment  for  the  Literature  Exhibit,  partly 
through  the  generosity  of  George  Kolbe,  who  donated  for  auction  a set  of  John 
Adams:  Numismatic  Literature,  autographed  by  those  at  the  N.B.S.  General 
Meeting.  Those  who  signed  the  books  also  contributed  when  the  hat  was 
passed,  and  we  would  like  to  acknowledge  them  by  listing  the  signers. 


Bill  Murray 
Richard  Reinhardt 
John  Bergman 
Michael  Hodder 
Mike  Greenspan 
George  Kolbe 
Dennis  Mendelson 
Peter  Gaspar 
Laurese  Katen 
Wayne  Johnson 
Barry  Tayman 
Philip  Carrigan 
David  Thomas 
John  Huffman 
Michael  Metros 
John  Ford 


Wayne  Homren 
Henry  Bergos 
Carling  Gresham 
Pete  Smith 
Bob  Metzger 
Linda  Kolbe 
Dan  Hamelberg 
David  Block 
Jim  Adams 
Jeff  Rock 
Roger  Persichilli 
John  Burns 
Bill  McDonald 
John  Donaghue 
Charlie  Davis 
Joel  Orosz 


George  Fitzgerald 
Denis  Loring 
Scott  Miller 
Russell  Clunan 
Len  Lowe 
Scott  Rubin 
Terry  Starhurski 
Frank  Katen 
David  Sklow 
Orville  Grady 
Myron  Xenos 
Stuart  Hawkinson 
Fred  Lake 
Margo  Russell 
Armand  Champa 
Michael  Sullivan 


Donations  were  received  from  John  Adams,  Remy  Bourne,  Jack  Collins,  and 
Don  Young.  Many  thanks  to  all. 


Southern  Regional  N.B.S.  Meeting 

Fred  Lake 

The  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  held  a regional  meeting  on  Friday, 
January  10,  1992  during  the  1992  F.U.N.  show  in  Orlando,  Florida.  Attendees 
included  Hank  Spangenberger,  Porter  Wightman,  Bob  Van  Ryzin,  F.M.  Rose, 
John  Burns,  Charles  Irwin,  Jeff  Rock,  Fred  Lake,  Paul  Gilkes,  Doris  Whiteman, 
and  several  others  who  did  not  register. 

John  Burns  gave  a slide  presentation  on  the  Carnegie  Numismatic 
Library  that  focused  on  the  George  Clapp  material  that  resides  in  that 
collection.  In  addition,  slides  were  shown  of  the  bound  copy  of  the  first  six 
volumes  of  The  Numismatist,  several  17th  and  18th  century  books  relating  to 
Greek  and  Roman  coinage,  and  general  views  of  the  library  itself. 

A question  and  answer  session  followed  with  regional  representative 
Lake  offering  a short  history  of  the  society  and  showing  the  personal  inventory 
book  of  A.W.  Browning  along  with  a copy  of  his  book  on  the  Early  Quarters. 


Winter,  1992 


13 


D R I C E ONE  DOLLAR. 


P.lliUOTIIKOA  AMERICANA 


O A T A.  LO  C!  U 15: 


Ob’  Til  K 


PRIVATE  LIBRARY 


OF 


(U'l.  (Elliot  MooMuiirb, 


TO  BE  SOLD  BY.  AUCTION 

0?_i  Jrfond'xy  fiftei-TLoon,  JipTil  lQth}  loC  9 

AND  KOLLO  WIND  DAYS,  BY 


LKAV1TT,  STKKUKMJ II  & <;()., 


(Hinton  liall  Salesrooms  a nD  Art  (Dal (cries, 

ASTON  PLACID,  NOW  YOltK  CITY. 

HhIc.  to  c.oiiiiix'iictt  cim-.Ii  tiny  nt.  Pour  o'llock,  I*.  Jl. 


Orders  for  the  sale  will  lie  received  and  carefully  executed  hv 
Joseph  Sabin,  H I Nassau  Street,,  New  York  ; by  Wiooin 
ifc  Lunt,  lioston,  and  by  the  Auctioneers. 


BOSTON  HIGHLANDS: 

\r  B.  WKSTON,  BUINTia;.  1A  GI'ILD  HOW. 

1 H G '.)  . 


14 


The  Asylum 


W.  Elliot  Woodward,  A Few  Notes  and  New  Plates 

Charles  Davis 

Terminal  bibliomaniacs  and  numismatic  researchers  alike  have  long 
revelled  in  the  writings  of  William  Elliot  Woodward,  Roxbury  pharmacist, 
historian,  real  estate  speculator,  politician  and  dealer  in  coins  and  medals.  For 
a period  of  thirty  years,  1860-1890  with  an  eleven  year  hiatus  in  the  middle,  he 
was  the  most  prominent  and  prolific  numismatic  dealer/collector  in  the  United 
States.  Yet,  save  for  a chapter  in  John  Adams’  Numismatic  Literature,  Volume 
One,  Nineteenth  Century  Catalogues  (1982),  virtually  nothing  has  been  written 
about  this  pioneer  of  American  Numismatics. 

Elliot  Woodward  was  born  in  Oxford  Maine  in  1825,  the  son  of  Caleb 
Woodward  and  his  second  wife  Hannah  Cary.  While  three  siblings  died  in 
infancy,  two  brothers  survived,  Henry  Augustus,  who  was  a foreman  at  the 
Dennison  Card  Company  in  Dedham,  Mass,  and  Charles  Lowell,  who  moved 
to  Jersey  City  and  operated  an  Antiquarian  Book  Shop  on  Nassau  Street,  New 
York  City,  as  late  as  1903. 

In  1848,  he  married  Clarissa  Eliza  Rays  of  Norfolk  Connecticut,  settling 
in  Roxbury  Massachusetts.  We  first  see  his  shingle  as  The  Eustis  Street 
Pharmacy  hung  out  in  1852,  a name  he  would  later  change  to  Mount  Pleasant 
Apothecary  Store,  which  he  immortalized  with  two  issues  of  scrip  in  1863. 
About  1866,  he  moved  to  his 
more  familiar  address  N*258 
Dudley  Street  with  residence 
at  Nc260.  Two  sons,  Harlow 
Elliot  (1851)  and  Clarence 
Elliot  (1856)  were  born,  and 
followed  their  father  into  the 
drug  and  cosmetic  business. 

Numismatically  we 
first  see  W.E.W.  in  1860  with 
four  unsigned,  unnumbered, 
and  frankly  uninspired,  auction  catalogues  conducted  through  the  sales  rooms 
of  Leonard  & Co,  Boston.  Woodward  would  later  call  these  his  "A,"  first, 
second,  and  third  sales,  with  the  first  two  considered  legendary  rarities  today. 
However,  beginning  in  1862  and  continuing  for  the  next  five  years,  Woodward 
conducted  his  "Semi-Annual"  Sales  with  some  of  the  most  painstakenly  prepared 
catalogues  offering  many  of  the  most  important  American  coin  collections  ever 
assembled.  Perhaps  as  a true  collector  himself  and  not  merely  a merchandiser, 
Woodward  would  purchase  collections,  have  outright  title  to  them,  and  then 
catalogue  them  for  sale.  The  great  collections  of  Finotti,  Colburn,  McCoy,  and 
the  finest  of  them  all,  The  Mickley  Cabinet,  were  all  the  property  of  the 
Woodward  when  they  were  finally  auctioned  off. 

The  success  of  the  Mickey  sale,  however,  ushered  in  an  eleven  period 
of  numismatic  inactivity.  We  do  know  that  in  1869  he  prepared  a magnificent 
sale  catalogue  Bibliotheca  Americana,  containing  his  private  library,  the  bulk  of 
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which  he  had  purchased  several  years  earlier.  This  mammoth  catalogue 
consisted  of  6,810  lots  in  668  pages.  In  its  preface  Woodward  stated  that  only 
a handful  of  titles  bore  a foreign  imprint,  but  those  that  did  related  to  subjects 
of  Americana.  Numismatically,  this  sale  included  most  American  titles  then 
published  including  both  BushnelPs,  Felt,  both  Eckfeldt  & Dubois’,  and  the 
Woodward  published  Phillips.  While  neither  Adams  nor  Gengerke  lists  Biblio- 
theca in  the  Woodward  series,  we  would  make  a strong  case  for  its  inclusion. 
It  is  certainly  more  numis- 
matic than  16  of  his  numbered 
sales  (N241,  53,  60,  65,  72,  74, 

75,  76,  79,  82,  85,  86,  90,  91, 

92, 100)  which  deal  exclusively 
with  stone  relics,  archaeology, 
and  postage  stamps,  nearly  20 
philatelic  sales  included  in 
Frossard,  or  the  Dohrman 
Sale  of  minerals  included 
within  the  Chapman  series. 

This  was  not  the  sole  literature-only  sale  cataloged  by  Woodward,  and 
those  who  strive  for  completeness  should  consider  adding  the  following  to  their 
want  lists.  Like  Bibliotheca , these  libraries  were  Woodward’s  property  when 
sold:  1)  May  11,  1864,  72pp,  966  lots,  sold  at  Cooley’s  six  days  before  the 
McCoy  Sale  (See  p20);  2)  April  10,  1876,  184pp,  2735  lots,  sold  by  Bangs. 

While  Woodward  was  numismatically  inactive  during  the  early  1870’s, 
he  was  very  much  alive  in  the  Boston  political  scene  and  real  estate  market. 
The  annexation  of  the  town  of  Roxbury,  later  referred  to  as  Boston  Highlands, 
made  land  speculation  in  that  area  attractive,  and  he  bought  up  both  unde- 
veloped parcels  of  land  and  important  residences.  In  the  later  category,  we 
must  include  mansions  previously  owned  by  Governor  Eustis  and  Colonel  Swan 
as  well  as  the  Williams  Mansion.  The  map  of  Roxbury  shown  in  the  centergate 
illustrates  but  a portion  of  Woodward’s  holdings  in  1873  (258-260  Dudley  is  just 
off  the  map  to  the  left).  His  involvement  in  real  estate  was  cited  by  Boston 
historian  Samuel  Drake  who  noted  "Roxbury  is  indebted  to  Woodward  for 
building  up  this  section  of  the  Town." 

In  1873,  he  was  elected  to  the  Boston  Common  Council,  and  served  on 
the  committee  to  rename  Boston  streets  following  the  devastating  fire  of  1872 
(Chair  14*26  on  the  plan  no  doubt  watched  closely  by  Chair  N241).  As  Roxbury 
had  been  annexed  by  Boston  in  1867  and  was  being  transformed  from  a rural 
to  an  urban  community  with  many  streets  just  being  laid  out,  Woodward  may 
have  been  given  authority  over  the  renaming  process  in  that  area.  As  a tribute 
to  his  sons,  he  named  a pair  of  streets  after  each.  In  the  Northeastern  section 
of  Roxbury,  Clarence  Street  runs  parallel  to  Woodward  Ave  (see  map),  while 
eight  blocks  South,  Harlow  Street  runs  parallel  to  Woodward  Park  St. 

In  1878,  Woodward  reemerged  into  a numismatic  circle  greatly  changed 
during  his  absence.  Strobridge  was  gone,  and  Cogan  was  writing  his  final 
catalogues.  Mason,  who  had  partially  filled  the  void,  had  himself  dropped  from 
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sight.  Only  Haseltine  could  have  been  considered  an  established  dealer  in  mid 
career.  If  Woodward  thought  a business  opportunity  had  presented  itself,  so  did 
others.  In  a two  year  period,  initial  sale  catalogues  appeared  from  Scott 
(10/77),  Harzfeld  (10/77),  Frossard  (9/78),  and  the  Chapmans  (10/79),  with 
Massamore,  Steigerwalt,  Sampson,  Smith,  and  George  Cogan  only  another  year 
or  two  away.  Despite  all  the  competition  during  the  period  1878-1890, 
Woodward  would  produce  90  catalogues  with  many  being  quite  specialized. 
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Clarisa  Woodward  died  May  4,  1885  at  a time  her  husband  was  writing 
two  sale  catalogues.  The  first  of  these,  June  23-27  (N^),  is  rare,  perhaps 
reflecting  poor  distribution,  while  the  second  (N®77)  June  29-July  1,  is  the  readily 
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available  A+  rated  J.  Colvin  Randall  Collection.  As  an  interesting  note,  her 
estate,  which  was  not  probated  until  after  W.  E.  W’s  death,  contained  some  real 
estate  holdings,  fully  mortgaged,  and  a life  insurance  policy  in  the  amount 
$6,500,  an  extraordinary  amount  for  a woman  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

As  a widower,  Woodward  does  not  seem  to  have  prospered,  and  while 
he  wrote  12  catalogues  during  1886,  seven  were  entirely  non-numismatic,  and 
only  Nc83,  Twining,  was  remarkable.  Two  sales,  which  seem  to  have  been  clean- 
ups from  earlier  events,  were  the  total  output  for  1887.  The  receipt  in  1888  of 
the  Klein  Collection,  "formed  at  Vicksburg,"  seemed  to  breathe  new  life,  and  his 
final  14  sales  are  more  typical  of  the  Woodward  standard. 

Clarence  and  Harlow  appear  to  have  been  somewhat  successful,  and  in 
1880  they  formed  Woodward  Brothers,  Perfumes  and  Patent  Medicines,  and  are 
later  credited  with  founding  the  first  discount  drug  store.  We  know  little  of 
Clarence,  but  Harlow  inherited  his  father’s  antiquarian  interests.  In  1869,  at  the 
age  of  18,  he  published  Epitaphs  from  the  Old  Burying  Ground  in  Dorchester,  a 
record  of  the  second  oldest  cemetery  in  the  United  States.  Two  years  later,  he 
initiated  a short-lived  magazine  The  Old  Curiosity  Shop,  which  contained  a 
contribution  from  William  Strobridge,  who  stayed  in  close  contact  during 
Woodward’s  numismatic  inactivity  (Woodward  "C"  [1871]  and  Nc18  [1874]  sales 
were  written  by  Strobridge).  In  1878,  Harlow’s  collection  of  coins  and  curio- 
sities were  the  foundation  of  his  father’s  sale  N^O,  and  later  we  credit  him  as  the 
cataloger  of  three  philatelic  sales:  Woodward  N®79;  N°100,  which  may  have  been 
an  honor  bestowed  upon  the  elder  son;  November  1889  under  his  own  name. 
We  last  note  Harlow  as  a Stamp  Dealer  at  Nc19  Washington  Street  in  1907,  four 
years  before  his  death. 

As  Woodward  had  no  house  organ  as  did  Mason,  Frossard,  and 
Steigerwalt,  his  most  poignant  writings  were  saved  for  his  sale  catalogues.  His 
feud  with  Ed  Frossard,  initiated  by  his  offering  the  fake  Pescinnius  Niger  in  his 
Sale  34,  and  continued  with  his  Icabod  Crane  satire  in  Sale  39  has  been  well 
chronicled.  Less  known,  however,  is  the  fact  that  he  buried  the  hatchet,  and 
had  an  quasi  partnership  with  his  former  enemy  as  shown  by  a notation  at  the 
bottom  of  his  last  dozen  catalogs  "Assisted  by  Ed  Frossard  of  New  York  City." 

It  is  this  agreement  that  probably  accounts  for  the  great  rarity  of  plates 
for  the  Vicksburg  Collection  (Woodward  sales  N^,  101, 102, 105).  While  Adams 
indicates  that  12,  5,  and  2 plates  were  prepared  for  Vicksburg  I,  II,  and  IV 
respectively,  they  are  known  today  in  perhaps  only  two  libraries  (The  A.N.S.  has 
only  Part  I).  We  suspect  that  Woodward  was  in  failing  health,  and  are 
reasonably  certain  that  the  plates  were  prepared  by  Frossard  using  his  standard 
collotype  technology  rather  than  the  Heliotype,  which  had  been  Woodward’s 
norm.  Poorly  promoted  and  separately  issued  in  cardboard  envelopes  with  the 
date  of  the  sale  printed  on  the  flap,  as  Frossard  had  done  when  distributing 
plates  for  his  December  1888  Hart  Sale,  we  suspect  that  few  were  ever  matched 
up  with  their  corresponding  catalogues  and  bound  for  posterity. 

Thus  it  was  a great  thrill  several  months  ago  when  we  discovered  a set 
of  2 loose  plates  that  had  been  prepared  for  Sale  102,  Vicksburg  III,  the  sole 
session  of  this  four  catalogue  collection  not  previously  known  to  have  been 
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TRADE  SALES  ROOMS, 

4 9 8 Broadway,  New  York. 
GEORGE  A.  LEAVITT,  Auctioneer. 


CATALOGUE 

OF  A CHOICE  COLLECTION  OF 

Omnium  ml  telteli 

IN  THE  VARIOUS  DEPARTMENTS  OF  LITERATURE, 

It  El  NO  THE  PRIVATE  LIBRARY  OF 

W.  ELLIOT  WOODWARD, 

OF  RO  XB  UR  F,  M A S S . 

i 

| TO  BE  SOLD  AT  AUCTION, 
On  Wednesday,  May  11th,  and  following  days, 

AT  THE 

BOOK  TRADE  SALES  ROOMS 

or 

J.  E.  COOLEY, 

No.  498  Broadway,  New  York, 

Commencing  each  (lag  at  7 o'clock  I*.  31. 

Most  of  the  Books  are  the  best  editions,  and  in  elegant  bindings.  Amongst  them  will 
be  found  a large  number  of  Pickering's  Publications,  Walton  & Cotton’s  Com- 
plete Angler,  The  Alpine  Poets,  &c.  &c.  ; an  unusually  large  number  of  works  on 
American  Local  History  ; a curious  collection  of  Criminal  Trials  ; many  Illustrated  Books  ; 
Audubon’s  Birds  of  America;  Audubon  & Bachman’s  Quadrupeds;  London- 
Art  Journal;  Lavater’s  Physiognomy;  Hume’s  History  of  England,  Bowyer’s 
Folio  Edition.  This  last,  with  many  others  in  the  collection,  is  enriched  by  extra  inserted 
plates. 


BOSTON: 

J.  E.  EAR  WELL  AND  COMPANY,  PRINTERS, 

37  COXORKSS  SlIttlT. 

1 8 64. 
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illustrated.  Identical  in  look  and  feel  to  the  other  Vicksburgs,  Plate  1 illustrates 
European  Silver  in  addition  to  one  NE  and  two  Pine  Tree  Shillings  and  a 
Baltimore  Six  Pence  (lots  261,  264,  265,  268),  while  Plate  2 depicts  a Myddleton 
Token  and  a 1794  Cent,  Apple  Cheek  variety,  (lots  300,  329)  among  mostly 
Ancients. 

Woodward  sold  his  apothecary  in  1889  and  moved  in  with  Harlow,  who 
lived,  naturally,  on  Harlow  St.  From  there  he  conducted  his  last  two  sales, 
advertising  in  the  City  Register  only  as  a Real  Estate  broker.  He  died  at  home 
on  January  5,  1892.  While  court  record  records  indicated  he  owned  several 
parcels  of  real  estate,  all  were  mortgaged  to  the  hilt.  Among  his  personal 
effects  were  listed  a box  of  coins  ($10)  and  a bookcase  and  contents  ($25).  But 
as  his  two  sons  were  co-administrators,  we  would  imagine  his  estate  was  well 
sifted  before  probate.  He  was  buried  in  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  Jamaica  Plain. 
This  Summer,  we  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  his  grave  and  were  very  much 
saddened  to  note  the  lack  of  any  marker  for  him  or  for  Harlow,  a central 
monument  in  the  family  plot  having  been  erected  only  for  Clarence.  We  felt 
it  would  be  most  appropriate  for  us  to  place  a plaque  commemorating  our  old 
friend,  but  the  cemetery  commission,  in  its  infinite  bureaucracy,  requires  the 
permission  of  a current  family  member.  While  the  centennial  of  his  passing 
would  have  been  an  appropriate  occasion,  we  still  hope  to  accomplish  this  goal. 


Exhibiting  Numismatic  Literature 

Wayne  K.  Homren 

Numismatists  attending  the  1991  A.N.A.  Convention  in  Roseland  last 
Summer  were  treated  to  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  sets  of  exhibits  ever 
displayed  at  a coin  show.  The  variety  and  quality  was  outstanding,  and  the 
highlight  for  numismatic  bibliophiles  was  Armand  Champa’s  marvelous  exhibit 
of  selections  from  his  library. 

Sharing  treasures  with  fellow  numismatists  is  what  exhibiting  is  all 
about.  Now  that  the  Aaron  Feldman  award  for  Numismatic  Literature  exhibits 
is  in  place,  it  is  time  to  start  thinking  about  planning  exhibits  for  the  1992 
Convention  to  be  held  in  Orlando,  Florida,  August  12-16.  This  article  provides 
an  overview  of  A.NA.  exhibiting,  furnishes  tips  on  designing  prize-winning 
exhibits,  and  suggests  some  ideas  for  exhibits  of  numismatic  literature. 

The  Exhibit  Application 

First,  some  basics.  To  exhibit  at  an  A.N.A.  Convention,  you  must 
submit  an  application  in  advance,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  help  A.N.A. 
officials  plan  for  exhibits  and  cases.  While  exhibitors  may  bring  their  own  cases, 
most  use  those  provided  by  the  Association.  The  application  will  be  mailed  to 
you  on  request.  Watch  The  Numismatist  for  information,  or  just  call  or  write 
A.N.A.  Headquarters.  The  deadline  for  applications  for  this  year’s  Convention 
will  be  around  the  end  of  June. 
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The  application  also  allows  the  exhibitor  to  select  his  category.  Exhibits 
are  grouped  into  categories  to  allow  judges  to  compare  exhibits  containing 
similar  material.  For  instance,  there  is  a category  for  U.S.  Coinage,  another  for 
Obsolete  Paper  Money,  etc.  Including  Numismatic  Literature,  22  different 
categories  are  available. 

The  Perks 

To  reward  exhibitors  for  their  efforts,  the  A.NA..  provides  a number  of 
free  goodies  to  everyone  who  places  an  exhibit.  For  one,  exhibitors  receive  free 
of  charge  a banquet  ticket  ($25  value)  as  well  as  a photo  ID  badge  which 
permits  early  access  to  the  bourse  area.  While  the  latter  allows  exhibitors  to 
set  up  before  the  public  arrives,  savvy  exhibitors  use  the  extra  time  wisely, 
getting  a head  start  looking  for  bargains  at  their  favorite  dealer’s  table.  The 
photo  ID  is  also  a requirement  for  use  of  the  Security  Room  during  the 
Convention.  Another  benefit  is  the  exhibitor’s  medal,  a special  edition  version 
of  the  regular  convention  medal  and  badge,  which  has  become  a very  collectible 
low-mintage  A.N.A.  item.  Finally,  you  may  impress  your  friends  by  sporting  the 
special  exhibitor’s  ribbon  beneath  your  badge. 

Logistics 

Ideally,  exhibitors  should  plan  to  attend  the  convention  from  beginning 
to  end.  Exhibits  should  be  in  place  before  the  opening  ceremonies  and  remain 
there  until  the  convention  closes  Sunday  afternoon.  Since  it  is  often  not 
possible  to  attend  the  entire  show,  you  may  name  an  assistant,  who  will  be 
allowed  to  set  up  or  tear  down  the  exhibit  in  your  place.  Assistants  also  must 
receive  a photo  ID  badge. 

To  set  up  a display,  the  exhibitor  must  report  to  the  judge’s  table  at  the 
exhibit  area  and  complete  a form  describing  each  major  item  of  value  in  the 
exhibit.  This  form  must  be  signed  when  setting  up,  and  co-signed  when  dis- 
mantling the  exhibit.  He  will  then  be  directed  to  the  cases  allocated.  Glass 
cleaner  and  paper  towels  are  usually  available  for  cleaning,  but  it  is  a good  idea 
to  bring  your  own.  You  may  take  as  long  as  you  like  to  set  up.  When  you  have 
finished  the  exhibit,  an  official  will  count  the  number  of  items  and  make  sure 
everything  corresponds  to  the  form  you  had  filled  out.  The  official  will  then 
lock  each  case,  retaining  all  keys,  and  affix  lead  seals.  Don’t  fret  about  security 
as  the  exhibit  area  is  guarded  24  hours. 

Now  you  can  relax  and  enjoy  the  convention.  Judging  takes  place 
during  the  first  two  days  of  the  show  with  each  category  being  assigned  a team 
of  three  experts  in  that  field.  The  judges  independently  review  each  exhibit  in 
their  category,  complete  score  sheets,  question  other  numismatic  experts  as 
needed,  discuss  their  differences,  and  finally  select  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Place  winners.  Before  the  results  are  made  official,  each  exhibitor  has  a chance 
to  review  the  judges’  score  sheets  and  argue  his  case  for  additional  points.  A 
schedule  is  posted  with  the  period  typically  lasting  just  one  afternoon. 
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The  Exhibit  Awards  Ceremony,  held  Saturday  afternoon,  is  a packed 
affair  with  exhibitors,  friends,  judges,  numismatic  correspondents,  and  A N A. 
ofhcials.  A winner  is  announced  for  each  category,  and  each  receives  a plaque. 

Tips  For  Exhibitors 

So,  how  do  you  increase  your  chances  of  bagging  one  of  those  trophies? 
It  takes  some  planning  and  effort,  but  it  is  easier  than  you  might  think.  Even 
first-timers  can  produce  award-winning  exhibits  by  following  a few  simple  rules. 
First,  let’s  debunk  a few  myths: 

MYTH  #1:  You  need  a case  full  of  eye-popping  rarities  to  win. 

This  is  not  a contest  to  see  who  has  the  biggest  pockelbook.  Rather  it  is  about 
presenting  numismatic  material  in  an  informative  and  enjoyable  way.  Suppose 
Exhibit  "A"  were  to  contain  an  1804  Dollar,  a 1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel,  and  a 
Brasher  Doubloon,  sitting  on  little  plush  velvet  pillows  with  terse  labels  in 
gold-leaf.  Exhibit  "B"  contains  BU  examples  of  1943  steel  cents,  a 1944  shell 
case  cent,  and  a complete  date  and  mintmark  set  of  wartime  silver  Jefferson 
nickels.  Accompanying  the  coins  are  photos  of  WWII  scrap  drive  posters, 
newspaper  articles  announcing  the  coinage  changes,  and  Mint  Director  reports 
describing  the  methods  of  manufacture,  mintage  figures,  and  procedures  for 
releasing  the  coins.  Exhibit  "B"  should  win,  for  it  presents  a cohesive 
numismatic  story  supported  by  facts,  figures  and  interesting  collateral  material. 

TIP  #1:  Tell  a Story.  An  exhibit  should  be  a short  article,  telling  a story  with 
flair  from  beginning  to  end.  The  only  difference  is  that  an  exhibit  is  illustrated 
with  the  actual  items,  not  pictures. 

MYTH  #2:  You  need  a large  amount  of  material  to  win. 

Quantity  is  irrelevant.  Consider  Exhibit  "C,"  a six  case  display  filled  with  nearly 
300  different  pieces  of  Washingtonia.  Exhibit  ”D"  has  a single  "Washington 
Before  Boston"  medal.  Here  the  winner  would  be  determined  by  the  story  that 
is  told  and  the  manner  in  which  the  significance  of  that  single  piece  is 
presented.  The  judges  will  total  the  number  of  points  on  their  sheets,  not  the 
number  of  items  in  the  exhibit. 

TIP  #2:  Small  is  beautiful.  Do  not  overreach  by  trying  to  display  every  item 
in  your  collection.  Pick  a few  selected  pieces  and  build  a display  around  them. 
A well-planned  one-case  exhibit  can  easily  beat  an  uneven  7-case  exhibit. 

MYTH  #3:  You  have  to  have  a complete  set  of  something  to  win. 

While  completeness  is  one  thing  the  judges  look  for,  it  is  "completeness  insofar 
as  the  exhibit  title  states."  Suppose  Exhibits  "E"  and  "F1  each  contain  a choice 
set  of  Lincoln  cents  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  The  tile  of  Exhibit  "E"  is 
"Lincoln  Cents  1909  to  Date,"  while  that  of  Exhibit  "F'  is  "Lincoln  Cents  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint."  Exhibit  "F"  would  win  points  for  completeness,  but  Exhibit 
"E"  would  not,  since  it  does  not  contain  all  Lincoln  cents  minted  since  1909. 
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TIP  #3:  Choose  your  title  carefully:  Be  sure  to  consider  the  implications  for 
completeness  when  choosing  your  title.  Be  very  specific.  It  may  be  best  to 
select  material  first  and  then  decide  on  an  appropriate  title. 

When  the  subject  of  an  exhibit  category  for  numismatic  literature  was 
first  discussed,  several  A.NA.  officials  thought  that  somehow  it  involved 
bringing  in  bookcases  of  literature  to  allow  people  to  read  the  spine  lettering. 
Obviously,  that  is  not  at  all  what  exhibiting  literature,  or  anything  else,  is  about. 
Most  numismatic  books,  periodicals,  and  auction  catalogs  will  fit  nicely  in  an 
exhibit  case,  and  when  surrounded  by  additional  material,  can  be  as  interesting, 
educational,  and  entertaining  as  any  other  type  of  exhibit.  Examples  include: 

U.S.  Half  Cent  Literature:  This  exhibit  would  outline  the  evolution  of  literature 
on  the  Half  Cent  by  displaying  copies  of  each  major  work,  including  Crosby, 
Frossard,  Gilbert,  Cohen,  and  Breen. 

The  Pedigree  of  the  Dexter  1804  Dollar:  This  exhibit  would  display  auction 
catalogs  documenting  the  pedigree  of  this  famous  specimen  of  the  1804  dollar, 
beginning  with  the  Chapman  sale  of  May  1885. 

Thomas  Elder’s  Periodicals:  This  exhibit  would  highlight  the  sharp  prose  of 
Elder’s  house  organs  The  Elder  Monthly , The  Elder  Magazine,  and  The 
Numismatic  Ph  Hist  in  e . 

The  Many  Lives  of  Numisma : This  exhibit  chronicles  the  various  different 
periodicals  which  have  all  gone  by  the  name  of  Numisma,  including  those 
produced  by  publishers  Frossard  and  New  Netherlands. 

The  Bibliophile’s  Lexicon:  This  exhibit  would  explain  various  terms  used  by 
bibliophiles,  illustrated  with  numismatic  books.  For  example,  sizes  such  as  4to, 
8vo,  12mo,  etc,  would  be  illustrated. 

The  Evolution  of  Coin  Illustrations:  This  exhibit  would  focus  on  the  various 
technologies  used  over  the  years  to  illustrate  coins  in  literature,  including 
woodcuts,  foil  pressings,  engravings,  collotypes,  heliotypes,  and  photographs. 

The  "Redbook":  This  exhibit  describes  the  history  of  The  Guidebook  of  United 
States  Coins,  displaying  different  editions,  with  emphasis  on  variants. 

SUMMARY 

The  range  of  potential  exhibits  is  as  wide  as  the  field  of  numismatics  itself,  the 
variety  and  quality  being  limited  only  by  the  efforts  of  the  exhibitors.  Everyone 
reading  this  article  is  a potential  exhibitor  and  should  consider  putting  together 
a display  for  the  Orlando  and  subsequent  A.N.A.  conventions. 
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Mail  Bid  Sale 

Catalogue  Ne24 

The  Mark  S.  Auerbach  Library 

Closing 

February  29,  1992 
Catalogue  w/prices  realized  $5.00 

Charles  Davis 

Box  1412 

Morristown,  NJ  07962 

Tel:  (201)  993  4431 
Fax:  (201)  993  5179 

Member  since  1968  ANA,  EAC; 
also  ANS,  NBS,  NLG 
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Looking  for  a Numismatic  Book? 
A Book  with  a Discount? 


Look  no  further  - send  for  Katens’  fabulous  Fixed  Price  List  New 
Series  No.  7.  A list  with  37  categories,  from  Dictionaries,  Banking, 
Ancient,  Europe,  United  States  to  Latin  American,  Israeli,  Tokens 
and  Jetons,  Paper  Money,  Medals  and  Decorations  and  Periodicals. 
This  list  will  probably  turn  out  to  be  the  largest  Numismatic 
Literature  List  ever  published.  AND  IT  IS  FREE  © 


Frank  and  Laurese  Katen 


P.O.  Box  4047 
Silver  Spring,  MD  20914 


(301)  384-9444 
Cable  Address:  Katencoin 


( SAN  FERNANDO  BOOK  GO.^\ 


Specializing  in 

Numismatics,  Antiques  & Collectibles 
(SIS)  362-2173 


WESTCHESTER  FAIRE 
ANTIQUE  MALL 
8655  South  Sepulveda  Blvd. 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90045 
'A  Mile  North  of  LAX  Airport 
large  Selection  of 
Numismatic  Hooks 


SHERMAN  OAKS 
ANTIQUE  MALL 
14034  Ventura  Blvd. 
Sherman  Oaks,  CA  91423 
Near  Hazeltine 
Luge  Selection  of 
Books  on  Collectibles 
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A LIMITED  EDITION  REPRINT  OF  A CLASSIC  RARITY 
One  of  the  Most  Important  American  Numismatic  Auction 
Catalogues  Ever  Issued  With  Photographic  Plates 

Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  Henry  Clay  Miller  collection  on  May  26-29,  1920  contains 
one  of  the  finest  offerings  ever  of  Roman  silver,  Byzantine  coinage.  Early  British  and 
colonial  coins,  most  notably  Miller's  personal  collection  of  Connecticut  coppers,  which 
were  used  extensively  in  the  preparation  of  his  enduring  reference  work.  The  State  Coinage 
of  Connecticut.  The  Miller  sale,  extremely  important  in  the  above  categories,  and,  well 
represented  in  many  others,  has  received  a rating  of  A+  from  John  Adams,  and  has  long  been 
considered  one  of  Elder's  most  important  sales. 

The  regular  softcover  editions  [issued  by  Elder  in  both  a small  and  a large  format]  are 
quite  scarce,  and  generally  fetch  $100  or  so  at  auction.  A small  number  of  plated  sales  were 
produced  by  Elder,  containing  28  fine  photographic  plates  which  depict  some  of  the  more 
important  pieces  in  the  collection.  The  plated  sale  is  an  extreme  rarity,  with  perhaps  a dozen 
examples  known,  and,  only  five  ot  six  have  appeared  at  auction  in  the  last  half  century, 
usually  commanding  prices  around  the  $2,500  mark! 

Rosa  Americana  Publications  is  pleased  to  announce  the  issue  of  a limited  reprint  of  this 
extremely  important  sale.  Included  is  the  complete  sale  catalog,  prices  realized  list  and  all 
28  photographic  plates  [not  printed  plates,  but,  actual  photographic  prints],  painstankingly 
created  from  an  original,  mint  copy,  then  hand  bound  into  a hard  cloth  binding;  in  all,  a 
faithful  reproduction  of  the  original— even  down  to  the  lettering  on  the  front  cover! 

Only  90  copies  will  be  produced,  and  each  will  be  hand  numbered.  Once  finished,  the 
negatives  will  be  destroyed,  insuring  that  no  further  reprints  will  be  produced.  These  are 
offered  to  the  numismatic  fraternity  at  a cost  of  only  $175  each,  postpaid.  When  one 
considers  that  full-size  photographic  plates  can  cost  nearly  $10  apiece,  and,  that  this  work 
comes  with  all  28  plates,  the  price  is  astonishingly  low.  Collectors  and  dealers  may  reserve 
one  or  more  copies  by  prepaying  in  full  for  the  number  of  copies  desired,  or,  by  sending  a 
deposit  of  $100  to  reserve  each  copy;  a payment  of  $90  will  be  due  upon  completion  of  the 
book  [the  additional  $15  covers  our  bookkeeping  costs].  California  residents  please  add 
applicable  sales  tax. 

An  additional  ten  copies  will  be  hand  bound  in  full  leather  and  will  be  presented  in  a 
custom-made  slipcase.  A list  of  subscribers  to  the  deluxe  edition  will  also  be  bound  into 
each  copy.  These  deluxe  editions  are  available  at  $495  each,  and  must  be  ordered  and  paid  for 
in  advance.  Once  these  ten  are  gone  no  further  orders  can  be  taken,  and,  no  more  will  be 
produced. 

We  expect  the  finsihed  reprint  to  be  in  collectors  hands  by  early  March,  1992.  Order 
now  to  reserve  a low  serial  number! 

Please  write  or  call  for  more  details. 


Rosa  Americana  Publications/Jeff  Rock 
Box  3447 

San  Diego,  California  92163 
(619)  542-1041 
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The  Asylum 


BOOKS 


current,  out-of-print,  antiquarian,  fine  editions 


We  try  to  be  the  major  North  American  source  for  books  related  to 
British  numismatics.  We  have  also  begun  publishing  specialized 
references.  Our  update  and  reprint  of  Dalton  and  Hamer's  reference  on 
18th  Century  British  trade  tokens  was  nominated  for  the  1991  I.A.P.N. 
Book  of  the  Year  award. 

We  specialize  in  British  coins  and  tokens  and  ancient  Greek  and  Roman 
coins.  We  also  handle  books  related  to  ancient  coins  andclassical 
European  numismatics. 

We  are  interested  in  purchasing  books,  catalogs  and  periodicals  related 
to  these  series. 

Our  coin  catalogs  discuss  the  background  and  history  of  the  coins  we 
sell.  Catalogs  are  available  for  $15  per  year  or  $2  for  a sample  copy. 


CATALOGS 

auction  catalogs,  price  lists 


PERIODICALS 

journals,  dealer  publications 


are  regularly  offered  in  our  catalogs. 


Ltd. 

Allan  and  Mamie  Davisson 


Cold  Spring , MN  56320 
(612)  685-3835 


cDavissoils 


Winter,  1992 
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4 The  Money  Tree 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
Office:  (216)  333-3444 
K Fax:  (216)  333-4463 

Instead  of 

"Buy  the  book,  before  you  buy  the  coin" 

Change  it  to 

"Contact  The  Money  Tree  before 
You  buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin." 


The  Money  Tree 


Dealers  in  Important  and  Rare 
Numismatic  Literature 
We  Buy,  Sell,  and  Auction  Worthwhile 
Collections  and  Libraries 

Myron  Xenos  and  Ken  Lowe 
Members:  ANA,  NLG,  NBS,  ANS,  EAC 
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Martin  Folkes.  Tables  of  English  Silver  and  Gold 
Coins:  First  published  by  Martin  Folkes,  Esq;  and  now  re- 
printed with  plates  and  explanations,  by  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  London,  1761  & 1763.  Two  volumes  in  one.  iv, 
161,  (1),  12  216pp,  19+  42+  6 copper  plates.  Quarto.  Recent 
tan  half  calf  and  marbled  boards,  raised  bands.  A fine  fresh 
copy  $275. 

The  first  illustrated  and  best  edition,  edited  with  additions,  by  John  Ward  and  Dr  Gifford  for 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  Important  as  the  first  really  comprehensive  illustrated  work  on 
English  coinage.  Plate  30  illustrates  U.S.  colonial  coins  including  N.E.,  Mass,  silver  and  Lord 
Baltimore  coinage. 

Rev  Rogers  Ruding.  Annals  OF  THE  COINAGE  OF  BRITAIN 
and  its  Dependencies,  from  the  Earliest  Period  of 
Authentick  History  to  the  End  of  the  Fiftieth  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  His  Present  Majesty,  King  George 
III,  London,  1817,  (First  edition).  Four  volumes.  Vols  1-3,  text: 
(8),  xxxvi,  518;  (2),  532;  (2),  xxxvi,  542pp  plus  42  page  index. 
Vol.  4:  42+  19+  6 and  13  supplement  plates.  Fold-out  map 
of  Mints  & Exchanges,  Plan  of  the  Buildings  of  the  New  Mint 
with  Explanation  page.  Quarto.  Marching  olive  green  cloth 
with  gilt  stamped  red  leather  spine  labels.  A very  good  tight 
set.  $250. 

A two  page  printed  publication  announcement  and  a two  page  handwritten  Ruding  biography 
(circa  1840’s)  tipped  into  Volume  one.  The  announcement  states  that  the  demy  quarto  edition 
will  be  limited  to  200  copies  and  that  only  fifty  will  be  printed  on  large  paper.  The  Ruding 
biography  acknowledges  permission  from  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  to  use  the  plates  from  the 
1761-63  Folkes  work  to  illustrate  Ruding’s  Annals.  Ruding  added  13  plates  of  his  own  mostly 
of  coins  since  1763.  Important  and  still  very  useful  for  the  extensive  documentary  information 
included. 

Available  postpaid  and  properly  packaged  from: 

John  F.  Bergman 

4223  Iroquois  Ave, 

Lakewood,  CA  90713  USA 

Phone  310-421-0171 

After  4 PM  PST,  and  on  weekends 


Winter,  1992 
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Numismatic  News 
comes  highly  recommended 


s I 
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"NUMISMATIC  NEWS  is  always  informative  and 
well  written.  I highly  recommend  subscribing 
to  it.  It  is  a welcome  visitor  to  my  mailbox  each 
week." 

David  Morice,  Iowa 


When  something  is  good,  you  can 
bet  people  will  recommend  it.  That's 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS  your  complete 
hobby  weekly. 

In  NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  you  can 

count  on  the  latest  news  first;  the 
hobby's  most  respected  value  guide, 
"Com  Market;"  the  field's  only  full- 
time Washington  Bureau  to  keep  you 
on  top  of  vital  Mint  news;  the  hobby's 
most  experienced  staff;  trustworthy 
advertisers  who  deliver  what  they 
promise;  and  the  coin  industry's  most 
complete  show  calendar.  Plus,  as  a 
special  bonus,  you'll  receive  a FREE 
classified  ad  every  week  as  a 
subscriber.  That's  a 5260  yearly 
value  that  more  than  pays  for  your 
subscription  several  times  over. 
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700  E.  State  Street, 
lola.  Wl  54990 
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□ YES!  Sign  me  up  for  NUMISMATIC  NEWS!  □ Check  or  Money  order  (,„  Numtsmaoc  News) 
20  issues jUSt  s995  □ MasterCard  □ VISA 

Payable  in  U.S.  funds.  Write  for  foreign  rates.  Credit  Card  No 

Name  


Address. 
City 


Expires:  Mo, 
Signature  — 
Phone  No 


Yr. 


State 


Zip. 


Mail  wth  payment  to  Numismatic  News,  Circulation  Dept 
700  E State  St . Ida.  Wl  54990  GN8 
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FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 

ALWAYS  WANTED 


SPINK 


SPINK  & SON  LTD.  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST  JAMES'S,  LONDON  SW  I Y 60S. 
TEL:  071-930  7888.  FAX:  071-839  4853.  TELEX:  916711. 

English  Paintings  and  Watercolours  • Silver,  Jewellery  and  Paperweights 
Oriental,  Asian  and  Islamic  Art  • Textiles  • Medals  • Coins  • Bullion  • Banknotes 


